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Greenhous?

Ancient Air Bubbles Buri

gases rising alarmingly

In Antarctic Ice To Shed More Light On Global Warming

Ithas h d in the North A ic and
may happen agan According to scientists,
global warming could lead to prolonged chill =

did not get as far as humans g
have,” said Richard B Allexa
geosciences professor at
Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity who is an expert on ice
cores. “We're changing the
world really hugely — way @
past where it's been for a g
long time.”
James White, a geology
professor at the University
of Colorado, Boulder, not in- [ %
volved with the study, said
that although the ice-age ev-
idence showed that levels of
carbon di:xid.e and the oth-
er greenhouse gases rose
and fell in response to Isiandon the edge of the vast Pacific,
warming and cooling, the
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gases could clearly take thi
lead as well.

Air pollution biggest killer
Southcast Asna, says WH

smoky haze that
of

Ii Michal

parts
Southeast Asia this month,
forcing schools and busi-
nesses to close, is just one el-
ement of an air pollution
problem that kills hundreds
of thousands of ple in
the region anmeally, the
W:l‘ll']d Health Organisation

said.
Alr pollution, in m.jnr
Southeast Asian and Chi

nese cities ranks among the
worst in the world and con-
tributes to the deaths of
about 500,000 people each

quality
specialist at !hE WHO's Eu-
ropean Center for Environ.
ment and Health in Bonn,
Drifting smoke from pur-
posely set forest fires in In-
donesia caused Malaysta (o
declarea state of emergency
last week in two areas out-
side Huala ulmmu' Parts of
also blanket-
od in the Ilm
Malaysia sald hospitals
reported a 150% inrerse in

of respiratory pn
portedly died. Tt
ment could not et
smoky air was to|

Worldwide, air
contributes o sol
deaths each year
wency In Malaysia
after two diys.
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c nu.d will hover
of Malaysla anc
Singapore.

The haze, blame
dn‘ ] burnl.l

serv:
en people who had & history

annaal problom, «

JHSCT ST W Teh SAAHS
feoqoft ford |

| Geneya: Himalayan glaciers, in-

cludiidg the Gangotri, are receding
at among the fastest rates in the
world due to global warming,
threatening water shortages for
millions of people in India, China
and Nepal, a leading conservation
group said on Monday.

The Worldwide Fund for Nature
(WWF) said in a new study that Hi-
malayan glaciers were receding 10-
15 metres per year on average and
that the rate was accelerating as

a2 global warming increases.

In India, the Gangotri glacier is
receding at an average rate of 23
metres per vear, the study said.

“Himalayan glaciers are among
the fastest retreating glaciers glob-
ally due to the effects of global
warming,” the WWF said in a
statement. “This will eventually re-
sult in water shortages for hun-
Arade af millinme nf nannla wha rale

22

Thls image shows how the Gaﬂgotri
glacier terminus has retracted since
1780. The contour lines are approxi-
mate. (Image by Jesse Allen, Earth
Observatory; based on data provided
by the ASTER Science Team)

on glacier-dependent rivers in In-
dia, China and Nepal,” it said.
Himalayan glaciers feed seven of
Asia’s greatest rivers — Ganga,
Indus, Brahmaputra, Salween,
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